
Media Texts & Society Values

Discourse: Family – Gender Roles within the family



For this UNIT of work we as a class have to study a 

DISCOURSE and select a TIME and PLACE

To make it easy for us I have selected a easy DISCOURSE so 

that when it comes to answering questions on the SAC and 

the EXAM you are not confused. 

This UNIT is PART B on your EXAM. 

• DISCOURSE: GENDER ROLES IN THE FAMILY
• TIME: 2010 to present
• PLACE: AMERICA



Why: 

America?

We watch and 

follow this 

Country when 

it comes to 

Media Texts & 

Society Values

Why: 

Gender Roles in the 

Family?

This is very easy to 

identify in Media Texts.

Why: 

2010 to the present?

This is current and the 

Media texts show easy 

identified shifts in 

Social Values.



The concept of Dominant, Emerging and 
Oppositional Social Values

The concept of dominant, emerging and oppositional social values is 
widely held, but more controversial is the idea that some social values 

are universal. Some cultural theorist argue that there can be no 
universal social value because all social values are created by a 

particular time (year or era) and place (culture – society).

SOCIAL VALUES ARE CREATED ACCORDING TO THEIR TIME & PLACE THEREFORE THEY 
ARE NEVER STATIC. THEY ARE ALWAYS CHANGING



Dominant Values

A dominant value is just that. The dominant social value held by the 
majority of people living in the place where the social value exists.

A dominant value seems to exist for a longer period of time. However 
over time, a variety of new discourses evolve and challenge the 

dominant social value.

Give me an example of a dominant value held by our society? 



Emerging Value

When a new social value emerges against or alongside a dominant 
social value, it is called an emerging social value.

Emerging social values can sometimes fade away, but sometimes they 
grow to become oppositional social values.



Oppositional Value

An oppositional social value is strongly positioned 
against dominant social values and discourses.

In the case of SLAVERY we saw the dominant social 
value change to emerging and then the oppositional 

social value became the dominant.

The dominant = Slavery is normal

The emerging = Something is wrong

The oppositional = Slavery must end



Discourse: Family – Gender Roles within the family

Remember that when you are discussing the Discourse and the Social 
Value you must refer back to what was happening at the time and place 
of the image was created. 

Lets look at some PRINT images so we can talk about what was going 
on at the time 



Advertisement 1968 – Dominant Value of the time. Women is the kitchen supporting their male family 
members who support the war. 

Event that took place to create this Dominant Social Value – Vietnam War 



1950’s – Man’s role to provide and women’s role house keeper both Dominant Social Values



1970 – Women still at home but the attitudes are changing. Ads can start tongue and cheek –

Emerging Value



1950’s Women looking more appealing to the men. Men returned from the war to see women capable of doing 

their work. Women were viewed differently – Oppositional Value starting to Emerge.



On the back of women been seen as a sex object, women were concerned with their figures. Ads took 
advantage of this and used this to promote their products. Dominant Value in the 90’s



2010 – Gender roles being flipped. Boys playing with baby dolls. This on the back of stay at home dads. Emerging 
Value to which one day it may become a dominant value.



2014 – Men taking the role of the parent really seriously. The once Oppositional Value has 

become Dominant in our society. 



2014 – Emerging and becoming Dominant in both America and Australia the idea that mum 

goes to work and dad stays home. Roles of the genders has changed and is becoming 

excepted by more people. 



This is an image we are seeing more in the Media. With images like these we as a 

society can see that gender roles are shifting. 



Another image of an ‘African American Family’, mum going to work and dad staying home. 



Now lets look at 

film text

DVD Covers



1983 – Mr Mom

“Caroline’s a rising start. Jack just 

lost his job, Jack’s going to have 

to start from the bottom up.”

Oppositional Social Value –

Mother going to work while the 

father stays at home to care for 

the household and the children



1987 –

Three Men and a Baby

Oppositional Social Value that is 

becoming an Emerging Social Value. 

Men can be responsible and take 

care of a baby without the help of the 

women.

The film ends with the intervention of a 

women. She has a romance with one 

of the characters and moves in to 

help raise the baby.

Hence the Social Value still 
considered Oppositional. 



1989 –

Parenthood

Emerging Social Value. 

Men are involved in raising their 

children. However, they fail at 

everything they try and do. The women 

are still seen as the controlling force 

behind the running of the family. 

Men try but they fail. We as a society 

laugh at them. Our expectations of the 

male is lower. 



1998 –

The Parent Trap

Emerging Social Value. Single 

parents both man and women 

represented. Both doing a good 

job. 

Divorce rates at 50% we see a lot 

of single parents raising children 

solo.

The resolution of the narrative 

ensures the man and women get 

back together to ensure the 

Dominant Social Value of the time 

is met. Family consists of man and 

women (mum & dad)



2010 –

The Switch

Emerging Social Value and in some 

cases Dominant Social Value. 

Women are taking charge of their right 

to have a baby by themselves. 

With the rise of Divorce rates the 

highest they have ever been 53%.

Women having children later due to 

education and profession.



2013 –

Frozen

Dominant Social Value. 

Women can do things without the help 

of a male.

Women don’t need love to be happy. 

We can do anything without the help of 

the male. 

“Sisters before Misters”


